[The molecular mechanisms of neovascular age-related macular degeneration].
Age-related macular degeneration is the leading cause of irreversible vision loss in industrialized countries. While early forms of this disease with drusen and focal pigment alterations generally do not lead to relevant functional limitations, later forms of the disease, either through atrophy or choroidal neovascularization, are associated with significant visual impairment. A significant increase in knowledge about the molecular mechanisms of new vessel formation from the choriocapillaries has occurred over the past few years. This has already allowed for the clinical testing of pharmacological agents which inhibit the formation of new vessels in AMD. This article describes current research in the pathophysiology of choroidal neovascularization secondary to age-related macular degeneration.